
St. Bernard Parish 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference 

March 3,2022 

Present:  Neal and Connie Bickler, Helen Drobniak, Barb Roberts, Steve Pitterle, Jinja and Mike 

Nonn, Mary Voyer, Jan Cibula, Peg and Mike Spiewak, Ellen Krenke, Kevin Laufenberg 

Introduction of Kevin Laufenberg and discussion:  Kevin discussed his role at St Bernard’s and 

distributed handouts.  Kevin visits elderly parishioners who are homebound and in facilities. He 

teaches RCIA and Adult Initiation.  He coordinates and schedules weekday mass ministers, 

rosary leaders, and Eucharistic Adoration volunteers. He coordinates organization of the parish 

library, the yearly All Soul’s Day liturgy, Anointing liturgy and Bereavement series He is the 

leader of a small faith group and works with couples in preparation for marriage.   

He felt we could be most helpful during Advent if we could assist with making baskets and 

delivering them to parishioner in facilities.  He also thought it would be helpful to have us assist 

with delivering communion to homebound parishioners.  If interested, Kevin would train us. 

Another area of need identified was assisting Kevin with visits to Memory Care Facilities, 

especially Sage Meadows and The Heritage.  

Connie made a motion to assist with the Advent baskets.  Helen seconded the motion.  Motion 

was passed. 

We will continue to discuss how we can address some of these needs at another meeting. 

Opening Prayer and Reflection:  Led by Connie 

Approval of December Minutes:  Approved by Peg and seconded by Steve 

Treasurer’s Report:  Current balance is $4829.82  Spent $200 in gift cards.  Received $300 in 

Walmart gift cards left over from Drummer Boy.  Any money donated at Blanket sale was sent 

to St Vincent’s.  

Home Visits:  Jinja reported there was one home visit in December, five in January and 4 in 

February. 

Council Update:  The blanket drive was successful.  $10,565 in cash donations and $14,046 in 

store donations.  1500 blankets were donated. 

Lenten Retreat: Will be early April.  More information to come 

Julie Bennett is new CEO of district as Ernie is stepping down.  Barb Roberts will ask Julie 

Bennett to meet with us. 

SVDP “ Can you spare a square” will be held Saturday March 25.  Volunteers needed.  Sign up 

on line if interested 

Willy Street building is now not being torn down as it is salvageable.   



Focus group survey is currently being conducted, asking clients to complete a survey and 

receive a $50 gift card for SVDP thrift stores.  

Pantry usage is up. 

Other:  Discussed donating $500 to SVDP pharmacy quarterly.  This was agreed upon at an 

earlier meeting.  Mike Spiewak (treasurer) will just plan to donate quarterly and report back to 

us.  

Closing Prayer:  Led by Connie 

Next Meeting:  April 7, 2022 

Respectfully Submitted:  Peggy Spiewak 


